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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Indian Banks is situated on a point of land in Richmond County where Morattico Creek and
Lancaster Creek flow together into the Rappahannock River. It takes its name from the
Indian remains which cover the property. Cursory surface collecting of these remains
has occurred, but no excavations have been undertaken; however, it is probable that this
is the site of one of the villages illustrated on John Smith's 1609 map of Virginia.

The house stands near the road amidst flat, open fields; a small group of nineteenth-
and twentieth-century framed outbuildings stands to the west of it.

The Indian Banks dwelling house is a formal two-story L-shaped structure, five bays
across the main facade, with a slate-covered hipped roof. Built of brick laid in Flemish
bond, it is embellished with gauged jack arches, a bevelled water table, and a three-
course belt course, all of which, like the corners of the house, are of rubbed brick.

An outstanding feature, rare in Virginia and in the American colonies as a whole, is the
scrolled-soffit jack arch over the main entrance. Cut in an elaborate undulating curve,
the rubbed-and-gauged arch is highlighted by white paint on the brick beneath the scroll.
Over the door, the belt course is cut away, apparently to accommodate a porch which has
since disappeared. Above the water table on the north corner of the west wing is a
puzzling section of English-bond brickwork, seven feet wide and twelve courses high, Its
presence 1s difficult to explain except as caprice on the part of the masons. A modillion
cornice encircles the house at its eaves, and the whole is crowned by the two tall in-
terior end chimneys with flared caps.

In plan, the house consists of two rooms, one either side of a central passage, with a
third room occupying the entire northeast ell and a portion of the main block. The fire-
place in the west room is contained in a projecting chimney breast centered on the gable-
end wall, while the two eastern rooms have corner fireplaces, There is a handsome closed-
string, two-run stair in the passage, with turned balusters, a molded banister, and a
heavily molded stringer. Beneath the stairs, a closet has been converted to accommodate
stairs to the cellar, excavated long after the house was built, Another small stair,
which has recently been reversed, rises in the northeast corner of the ell room (presently
a kitchen)., This was formerly the only means of access to the chamber over the kitchen,
but a door giving access to the other second-floor rooms was made late in the nineteenth
century, '

The house was probably built around 1720-1725, but much of its original interior trim

was lost in subsequent renovations and strippings. What remains of the original interior
fabric, however, is of great interest. These survivals include an original chair rail

in the passage, fragments of raised-panel window reveals in one room, several original
six-panel, raised-panel doors of unusual form (the small panels are at lock-rail height,
rather than at the top of the door), interior partitions insulated with clay-lump infill
(this is visible from the cellar stairs), two sets of foliated hinges, and a bolection
surround, rare in Virginia, on the fireplace in the northeast chamber.

The west room is the main parlor. This has been completely stripped of its original
trim, and an early nineteenth-century mantel was installed probably around the time the
house was sold out of the original family, in 1822. This mantel has symmetrically
molded pilasters, a shallow frieze with plain entablature blocks and a small central
tablet. The moldings are unusually bold for this area of Virginia.

The northeast and southeast rooms have similar mantels, In the southeast room (now a -
nursery) are the remains of raised-panel window reveals which formerly had interior
(see Continuation Sheet #1) j
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Indian Banks, situated in open, flat lands on a point at the confluence of Lancaster and
Morattico Creeks, is the site of one of the Indian villages illustrated on Captain John
Smith's 1609 map of Virginia. In addition, it possesses a fine early eighteenth- century
plantation house which formerly belonged to one of the earliest families to settle the
Northern Neck,

In August, 1608, Captain John Smith was entertained by the Moraughtacund Indians at their
principal village on the Northern Neck. A comparison of his map of 1609 with the present
topography of Richmond County makes it reasonably certain that Indian Banks is the site
of that village, and surface collection of artifacts on the property has turned up a good
portion of Indian material to confirm this.

Indian Banks' site was apparently patented in 1652 by Thomas Glasscock, who received 600
acres of land on Morattico Creek in return for the surrender of a grant of 200 acres on
Piankatank River, which he had received upon his emigration to America in 1643, Records
of the Indian Banks house run back to 1728, when Captain William Glasscock(died 1785)

- married Ester Ball and took up residence there. Though the house is traditionally dated
1699, architectural evidence indicates -that 1728 is a more probable date for the present
house, Two years latexr, in 1730, a tobacco warehouse and checking station was established
on the point at Indian Banks, further suggesting that the property was being developed
in those years.

The house remained in the hands of the Glasscock family for about a century. The 1799
will of Richard Glasscock is of interest for its bequeést of the northeast wing to his
widowed daughter-in-law. The inaccessibility of this portion to the rest of the house
except through a single door, and its possession of its own stair and outside entrance,
features common to many eighteenth- and nineteenth-century L-shaped houses, seems to
indicate that the ell may have been conceived as a semi-detached apartment.

In 1822, Aldea A. Glasscock sold the house and 342 acres of land to Thomas Dobyns for
$§7500. It was probably at this time tha: the present first~floor mantels were installed,
and possibly at the same time the missing original woodwork was removed.

Indian Banks remained in the possession of Dobyns and his heirs until-1895. It has since
passed through a succession of owners. From 1933 to 1948, it was the property of Robert
and Constance Gambles who did much renovation and installed the box plantings. The

* present owners, Maj. Gen. and Mrs. Philip Wehle, bought Indian Banks in 1948.

DTU & MTP
*Maj. Gen. Wehle is now deceased, and the property is held by his son, Terrence. (12/759
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shutters. The window seats, a small row of panels beneath the windows, and cove cornices
remain,

Throughout the house are found a profusion of eighteenth- and nineteenth-century doors
and other minor hardware and woodwork. A number of nineteenth-century iron Carpenter
locks remain, and especially fine brass locks adorn the two principal entrances.

A hip-roofed, one-story, T-shaped brick additiom is currently being constructed against
the blank east wall of the house, to accommodate an invalid member of the family. This
has been constructed so as to be consonant with the design of the main house and is not
integrated into its structure.

Outbuildings at Indian Banks include a turn-of-the-century cowhouse and hay barm, an
early nineteenth-century building which was most recently a granary, a late nineteenth-
century stable and carriage shed, and two or three small twentieth-century sheds. These
are all framed buildings.

DTy
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USGS 7. 5! quadrangle (scale:1:24000)
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